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Abstract

Arabic Calligraphy was dominant in the whole
Islamic Empire. In about four centuries, it reached
levels of decorative beauty that no other calligraphy
reached in the history of humanity. This caused it to
be a main element of decoration in the Islamic Arts.
Thus, we see that Islamic architectures have a
special character. They are different from one
another due to the different regions and ages. They
also differ in the building materials, painting, and
the types of pillars, minarets, domes, and the
materials that were used to cover the walls and the
geometrical and floral motifs and inscriptions that
decorated them. Inscriptions and decorative arts on
architecture and decorative arts played an important
role in keeping the names of calligraphers, painters,
and craftsmen besides registering the names of the
originators of such monuments and their jobs, this
building is the only royal construction in Darb al-
Ahmar. The Sultan Al-Ashraf Sha'ban Ibn Hussein
Ibn Al-Nasir Mohamed Ibn Al-Mansour Qalawan
commissioned the construction of this madrassa for
his mother Khwand Baraka Khatun Bent Abdullah
and wife of Al-Amir Al-Amagad Hussein lbn Al-
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Nasir Mohamed Ibn Qalawun, who was the father of
her son Al-Ashraf Sha'ban. Khwand Baraka was
appreciated due to her contributions and donations,
especially during her pilgrimage year in 770 AH
(1368AD) to the extent that this year was known
among the people by her name as Umm Al-Sultan
(i.e. mother the Sultan) year. In addition, she played
a major role in the political life of the time and in
consolidating her son’s, rule. She died in 774 AH
(1372 AD) The most important results show the
inscriptions of the madrasa, and know about the
most important titles of the women during the
Mamluk period.

Printed ISSN 2357-0652 Online ISSN 2735-4741

The importance of the topic

1- The desire to collect all the writings of the architecture for women in
Cairo in a volume or study. Following of these writings in the various
references and studies dealing with these writings is difficult and
burdensome, especially for the non-specialists in the field of writing,
which facilitates the presence and easy handling of the study.

2- The tourist library in the field of tourism guidance lacks any previous
studies dealing with archaeological literature on architecture as a useful
guidance material for the tour guide .

3- Wishing to highlight the importance of these texts in shedding light on
the era they represent in general. These texts are considered material
documents that cannot be questioned or questioned.

4- Raising the awareness of the archaeological and tourist guides and all
those working in the field of the guidance of the values of these
archaeological writings is represented in the paintings they contain to care
for and preserve them as pieces of art that constitute an essential aspect of
our cultural and artistic heritage as well as containing indispensable
guidance information for any mentor.

Methodology
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The researcher will follow the descriptive and analytical study.

Historical Importance of the Madrasa

The madrasa was designated for the teaching of two Sunni schools of
law: the Hanafi and the Shafi'i. It also contains a sabil (water dispensary),
a kuttab (Quranic  school for children) and two mausoleums.
The principle facade of 'Umm al-Sultan Sha'ban Madrasa overlooks Bab
al-Wazir Street and is divided into rectangular wall recesses, all of which
rise up to the whole height of the building and end at the top with
mugarnas tiers. The facade is crowned with crenellations in the form of
vegetal tri-petalled leaves. The portal to the madrasa is located to the right
of the facade within a recessed wall that is crowned by an arch and
decorated with nine tiers of mugarnas.

Historical Background about the Founder of the Madrasa

Al-Ashraf Zayn ad-Din Abu al-Ma'ali Sha'ban ibn Husain ibn Muhammad
ibn Qalawun (Arabic: ol cpall () <aEY), 1it. "The Most Noble, Grace of
the Faith, Father of Excellence, Sha'ban son of Husayn, son of
Muhammad, son of Qalawun’, better known as al-Ashraf Sha'ban or
Sha'ban Il, was a Mamluk sultan of the Bahri dynasty in 1363-1377. He
was a grandson of Sultan an-Nasir Muhammad (r. 1310-1341). He had
two sons (out of a total of eight) who succeeded him: al-Mansur Ali and
as-Salih Hajjil.

Kinds of Architecture

Islamic architecture is a term used for the building traditions of multiple
states since the 7th century, where Islam was the main religion or a major
cultural influence. Though usually associated with religious buildings,
Islamic architecture encompasses fortresses, palaces, tombs, public
buildings such as schools, and smaller structures such as fountains, public
baths, and domestic architecture. Together with the religion of Islam, it
spread from the Arabian Peninsula and the Middle East throughout the
world, incorporating and influencing various cultures. With its towering
minarets, horseshoe and pointed arches, mugarnas vaulting, and

3 pdia e Ldiwale Al )| 21369 /6771 A sbens &3 A 5o (land Glaldl f) 4S 1 35 63 ds jae 1o 3y g L
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ornamental details, Islamic architecture brought unique contributions to
the history of architecture?.

The sponsors of art during the Mamluk period:

Arts in the Mamluk era: We find that the art of architecture during the
Mamluk era reached a great level that it did not reach in the previous or
subsequent era of the Mamluk era. Therefore, some of the famous
mosques that immortalized their memory and decorated Cairo and still
exist today express the Mamluks’ prowess in architecture. Among the
most famous mosques is the Qaitbay Mosque. It was full of inscriptions
and decorations and the artistic and expensive masterpieces it contained.
In fact, the progress achieved by the art of construction also extended to
the rest of the Islamic arts in this era, and it flourished and advanced
greatly, and the Mamluk palaces and homes were filled with precious
antiques of wood, ceramics, glass, crystal, ivory and copper?.

88 U, Al V) o ¢ el ) 2 2
3 pdia e Ldiwale Al )| 21369 /6771 A sbens &3 A 5o (land Glaldl f) 4S 1 35 63 ds jae 1o 3y g 3
L5502, 1977, 58l daala | JEYI4IS
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Firstly: A Descriptive Study

Madrasa of Um Sultan Shaaban

Monument number: 1254,

Construction Date: 770 A.H / 1368A.D

Constructor's name: Sultan Al-Ashraf Shaban bin Hussein®.
Specific classification: Madrassa.

Location: Bab Al-Wazir Street - Al-Tabbaneh.

Location ©:

The Madrassa’ is located in Al-Tabbaneh Street, on the right of
passers-by from Al Darb Al-Ahmar to the citadel between Bab el-Wazir
and Al-Merdani Mosque®. It was prepared to be a Madrassa for the
Shafi’is and Hanifis and it was said to the four Doctrines®. It is a

.99 G, D) JEY) Jida; laal) dl 2 -2
5 - He is almalik al'ashraf ‘abu almafakhir Abu al-Mofakher Zain al-Din Sha’ban ibn Husayn ibn al-Nasir ibn al-Mansur Qalawun, born in (754 AH / 1353AC)
in Qalat al-Jabal, assumed power in (764 AH / 1363 AC). His uncle, the king Mansour, Muhammad ibn al-Malik Al-Mudhaffar Haji, who is the twenty-second
Sultan of the Turkish kings in the Egyptian monasteries, and his rule ended in (778 AH / 1376 AC).This school was established by his mother Khond Baraka,
who married the Sultan Al-Jay Al-Yousifi He was buried after his death with his mother in the cemetery of this school, and this is in contradiction to what Bin
lyas mentioned in Al-Badai’a that he was killed and his body was thrown at the well of Bab Al-Zghalleh and then recovered a few days later was washed and
buried and buried in the dome of this school with his mother.

183 e 23, 1 —, sal &y ol o -
.61-60 =, 4 — ¢ A gl laladl) ol e -
302, 6 —= cAgdgl lball: d e e -
Bshie ye | dale Al 21369 /0771 & bene 3y i A o (Gl GUaludl af) 4S 53 3353 G j2a 2 s 3 sane i ya -
1 o=, 1977 s aldl) daala | JBYIAKS
298 ba ¢ 3 — ¢ gaalall sl seme aalua s ale dlaus -
182 U=, 1 —, &Y aaluall 2 )l s il ) ae ues -
1292 0=, 2 G, 2 —, eyl 5 jlanl) el 1 (5 pnale -

4 - For more information about architectural Description of this Madrassa, look up :

7 _As the historical inscriptions engraved all over the Madrassa indicate that Ashraf Shaaban created it for his mother despite his young age at the time of

construction, this means that his mother is the originator of the Madrassa and wrote his name on it, as well as his name was written on Al-Qaysariya, which |

created in the Al Darb Al'asfar of Jamaliyya, according to a novel Historians, just as when referring to the sources in the translation of Sultan Al-Ashraf

Shaaban, we find mention of his Madrassa in alsswh and this Madrassa Was not mentioned, so the name of this Madrassa e associated with the

name of two great personalities: The first character, the distinguished lady, Khawand Baraka, mother of Sultan Shaaban. She was one of the good women

known for her inclination for the works of righteousness. The second character was the noble king, Sha'ban ibn Al-Nasir Muhammad ibn Qalawun, who was

the king of Egypt in the year ( 764 AH /1363 AC) ' and the end of construction of the Madrassa in the year (770AH /

1368 AC) and its ceilings were painted in gold and its floors are furnished with marble, as well as gilding included many of its stone and marble

decorations, and the main door is one of the most ornate and rarely designed doors, as it was unique in its styles, contracts, gilded mugarnas, and the Kufic
script surrounding it.

183 a1 —a, LY bl 5o )5 1 il gl e e -

17 e, AeBlal JBY) Gt Qlasll de G -

60 0=, 4 s cAgd gl labadll; ol e S

400 o= ¢ 3 — ¢ Ay Al Jabadll ;g 5 jaall - 6
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masterpiece of architectural art, with its embossed decorations in stone®.
The second facade of this Madrassa is in the southeastern side, and it has
two facades, the Dome of the Shrine and the Iwan of Qibla. The third of
these facades is in the southwestern side and has the current entrance to
the Madrassa*'.

As for its internal architecture, it is a square Darkah that leads to a
courtyard surrounded by four iwans, the first of which is the gibla lwan in
the southeastern side, and it is considered the most important and the
largest Iwan. It is a rectangle in front of which there's the Qibla wall. The
second Iwan surrounding the courtyard lies in the northwestern side and it
is similar to the Qibla iwan in its architecture and decorative details. The
other two iwans are in the northeastern and southwestern partsi?. see:
plates( Photos) No. 137 in the Album.

Inscriptions of the madrassa:

The madrassa contains a collection of important inscriptions of
Quranic verses and foundational texts written with various materials and
scripts. These will be dealt with in the following*3:-

Inscriptions above the main entrance of the Madrassa:

There are inscriptions above the main entrance of the Madrassa of Umm
Al Sultan Shaaban, in high relief in koufi script of Qur’anic verses.

u\}w\@uuwy}mmuywm\@hﬁy\u\y‘m\ ) el s
;Guuujhmyje@l;u}?@_am\uuuehum.ﬂq\}“amc&.u&ﬂ\ ‘qua)‘}“&u}
145..\.14:1\‘;31\)AJLA@_ESAMJ)JY;QAJYU&_I\}M\MJS@.»};L»LMY\M;uA

It reads: In the Name of Allah, the Merciful, the Most Merciful Allah,
there is no god except Him, the Living, the Everlasting. Neither dozing,
nor sleep overtakes Him. To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and
the earth. Who is he that shall intercede with Him except by His

,23,2 —, Syl s leall palkal 1 (33 aale /304 0a ¢ 3 —a ¢ gsalball sl s pean dalia: ale dau - 1
1293 4=
1294 =2, 2 3,2 — el b leall Gulhal 1 3 puale - 2
306 0= ¢ 3 —= ¢ goalball bl jeae aabua s ale e - 3

13- Some of these inscriptions haves already been published. See:-
L Ly 118 o, AS s disa A pda 1 pme i ya
1293 62,23, 2 —, &Sl 6 jleall Gullal 1 33 pusle -
304 0a ¢ 3 ¢ goaliall s eae dabua: ale dbaw -

14 _Holy Quran , Sdrat, Al- Bagara, Verses:255.
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permission! He knows what will be before their hands and what was
behind them, and they do not comprehend anything of His Knowledge
except what He willed. His Seat embraces the heavens and the earth, and
the preserving of them does not weary Him. He is the High, the Great.

Inscriptions on both sides of the main entrance of the Madrassa:

A) There are inscriptions on both sides of the main entrance of the
Madrassa of Umm Al Sultan Shaaban, in high relief in thuluth script of
Qur’anic verses and foundational text.

o3 sLiily el BBadaall Jiadll o3 5 o5 o 4i3h 0 Jiad SIS an AN (a5 ) oy
Odabe e s pall o lnd o i) ) @llladl Ualudl BY ge a3al) 6 A4S L) 4 aal)
aln ol all elae Guallall L8 Jaall s (S il 5 o JSH i Gpalusall 5 230
30 5 0 pall 5 sl 5l Cpstanall sl o Galladl s olall e ol 5 55m
A paddl LAl Cabia gaalisal s Jal )Y A3 Gaallall e (e stlaall Cauaia aaalaall
A laall HUEY) 5 ddaldl g Ml 5 4y paSul) ) sadll 5 dabie lawl) () saanldl 5 4palill 23
Llaras s Gprns L sl (8 @l g o jlail dlil jel Laasall Al juals 41,8 eV

Al g dene U o dll a5 3 5aill 5 jagll

It reads: In the Name of Allah, the Merciful, the Most Merciful Allah Such
is the Favor of Allah; He gives it to whom He will, and Allah is of
abounding favors. He ordered the establishment of this blessed school for
his mother, Mawlana Sultan, the owner, the king, Ashraf Shaaban bin the
late Hussein, Sultan of Islam and Muslims, the murderer of infidelity and
the polytheists, erasing justice in the worlds, the manifestation of the right
to proofs, the protector of religion, master of kings and sultans, Qasim,
Amir of the Believers, defeated the Kharijites, and apostates. The owner of
the Egyptian lands, the Levantine lands, the Ismaili fortresses, the
Alexandrian gaps, the coastal castles, the Hijaz countries, and the
Euphrates. And the Prophet peace be upon our Prophet Muhammad and
his family.

B) There are inscriptions on both sides of the main entrance lower than
the first one of the Madrassa, in high relief in Thuluth script of Quranic
verses and foundational text.

15 Holy Quran , Sdrat, Al-Jumu'ah, Verses: 3.
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gl s BN 155 saEall 1 saldl wjy\@emus‘ &) Gl sl el A o
LY g 45l o) ASlaall i jaall o3 oLl al 16, o231 dale i Sl e 13685 <oy Saall
oS B Cpalusaly 2SLaY) Ul Gn asmal ol ol CaLaY) Gl el

ol Je (pall ) ala Gl b Ball jedae Gaallall (8 Jaall s (S Sl

It reads: In the Name of Allah, the Merciful, the Most Merciful Allah,
those who, if we established them in the land, will establish the prayers
and pay the obligatory charity, order with honor and forbid dishonor,
and to Allah is the end of all affairs. He ordered the establishment of this
blessed school for his mother, Mawlana Sultan Al-Ashraf Al-Ashraf
Shaaban lbn the late Hussein Sultan of Islam and Muslims, the murderer
of infidelity and polytheists, erasing justice in both worlds. Appearance of
the right to proofs, protector of the possession of Ezz Nasrah.

Inscriptions on the eastern facade of the Madrassa:

There are inscriptions on the eastern facade of the Madrassa of Umm Al
Sultan Shaaban, in high relief in thuluth script of Qur’anic verses.

Lie Gl (3) Gl Gal ) (2 o2l G5 (1Y G el 0ARDN A1 e
djss\d;m%}wm?@e;;u Sl G a0 g5) a5l el 0 35 4) il
aid B ) e U ﬁﬁu-_\ RS u\mu}w Y s o & Lk
o153 €9) (sl ¥ ad paliizels 1 agals g 1 e@—’ﬂ-"uuwhhéjéii}u)w
Al AR N s RN &) g 53 W) (10) Gstel Y a0 A Al sl gl
it O3 A0 1, L iy i R0 S B 8 A5 5y 5308
3\413%;“)4\ bela ) 40 Qlazal S ol G plal312) b plal b sl
\J\eu\u\jsmgm}wmfeu\u\,smusuujﬁmy;sﬂum\a@_muw\
uﬁ@@w&)ﬂseﬂm\e&ou\jlu§15}uyas;wemu\;‘_,,_NUAUA;)S\d}\uj
g_,\x_uesmﬂ Kl 5 e Al & GEks ) \unﬂnums\tu V) wle
JAJMAA\G.AA\web}@%u}aww&aﬂ@Hﬁaw\éuéylk\ﬂu(]g}%d\
Y a3 (21) Os%ek b5 A eﬂwﬁw\w\@O}uﬂuﬂ\ | s eﬁbd\ﬁs’w

LrlcL}-’y‘)'\A-’L)AA‘)Mu.l‘).iu\@\M}Jw.l;.ﬂ\(gzz}uﬁ}}d‘)@#&.ﬂ\

Ky fwl JEyos P G0 A3 o Yy G e
G as 5 SR W 26) sila a3 S G OB Aall JAN (8 (25) o saalds
g_utsu\@g;)ugyusuj;w\wmwamwuﬁ&u}\uygznwﬂ\
ujmbeg\quaq;\jmaw

16 - Holy Quran, Sarat, Al-Hajj, Verses: 40.
17 _Holy Quran, SCrat, YaSeen, Verses:1-29.
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It reads: In the Name of Allah, the Merciful, the Most Merciful Allah,
YaSeen. By the Wise Koran, you (Prophet Muhammad) are truly among
the Messengers sent ,upon a Straight Path.The sending down of the
Mighty, the Most Merciful , so that you may warn a people whose fathers
were not warned, and so were heedless.The Phrase has become
obligatory upon most of them, yet they do not believe.We have bound
their necks with fetters up to their chin, so that their heads are raised and
cannot be lowered.We have set a barrier before them and a barrier
behind them, and, We have covered them so that they do not see.lt is the
same whether you have warned them or you have not warned them, they
do not believe.You only warn he who follows the Remembrance and fears
the Merciful in the Unseen. Give to him glad tidings of forgiveness and a
generous wage.Surely, it is We who revive the dead and write down what
they have forwarded and what they have left behind; We have counted
everything in a Clear Book.Give to them a parable; to the people of the
village there came Messengers, We sent to them two, but they belied them
so We reinforced them with a third. They said: "We have surely been sent
as Messengers to you. 'But they said: 'You are only humans like us. The
Merciful has not sent down anything, your speech is but lies! 'They said:
'‘Our Lord knows that we are Messengers to you.And it is only for us to
deliver a Clear Message. 'They answered: '"We predict evil of you. If you
do not desist, we will stone you and a painful punishment from us will
befall you. 'They said: 'Your prediction is with you, if you are reminded.
Surely, you are but a wayward nation. 'Then, a man came running from
the furthest part of the village 'My nation, ' he said, 'follow the
Messengers, follow those who ask no wage of you and are rightly guided.
Why should | not worship Him who has originated me and to whom you
shall all be returned? What, shall | take, other than Him, gods whose
intercession, if the Merciful desires to afflict me, cannot help me at all,
and they will never save me? Surely, | should then be in clear error .1
believed in your Lord, so hear me. 'lIt was said (to him): 'Enter Paradise
and he said: 'Would that my people knew that my Lord has forgiven me,
and caused me to be amongst the receivers of generosity. '‘And we did not
send down to his nation after him any army from heaven; neither would
we send any down. It was only one Shout and they were silent, still. Woe,
for those (unbelieving) worshipers! They mocked every Messenger that
came to them.
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Inscriptions on the sabil window of the Madrassa:

There are inscriptions on the sabil window of the Madrassa of Umm Al
Sultan Shaaban, in high relief in thuluth script of foundational text. see:
plates( Photos) No.6

e cmea op olad G sl clla) GUalA BY se asall gl @) Jud) e oLl

Dlazaus g (prans A ) sl (B o

It reads: He ordered the creation of this blessed path for his mother,
Mawlana Sultan, the noble king, Shaaban bin Hussein, may his victory be
in the seven hundred and seventy months.

Inscriptions on Basin for watering animals beside to the Madrassa:

There are inscriptions on Basin for watering animals beside to the
Madrassa of Umm Al Sultan Shaaban, high relief in thuluth script of
foundational .

G aadl Caypall | E) g Glad Gl elld) Glalud) alae NV [ ]

It reads:/.............. / The Greatest Sultan, the most honorable king,
Shaaban bin Al-Mugar... Al-Sharif Al-Jamali, Sidi Hussein Ibn Al-Sultan,
King of Nazareth, Muhammad

Inscriptions on Octagonal marble slab of foundational text of the
madrassa:

There are inscriptions on Octagonal marble slab of the Madrassa of Umm
Al Sultan Shaaban, in high relief in thuluth script of foundational text in
five lines..

Frist line: s3a ¢Liil jal dl aaall

It reads: Thank God he ordered this
Second line: < &Y @ldl Ualidl BY e 48 el G jaal)

It reads: Blessed madrasa, Mawlana Sultan, the noble king

18 - Brechem mentioned this text and it was ending with three words that are now obliterated: the

authority of Islam and Muslims. See :

- Van berchem (M): Corpus Inscriptionum Arabicarum. ( Paris 1899) Tome xix P.288.
27u4’aﬁmbu\}.\a.“2alr_‘)ﬁuuscu)&\djw‘m_
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Third line: leie Las Jladl (jed Lagia dl) Jui asall ol o jail 19400 e

It reads: God dearest supporters to his mother, may God accept them from
them

Fourth line: 4l (peé 2aldll & 1 assad alugadde dil Lo dil J gy IS Ll ) (40 )

It reads: Or from its endowments like the Messenger of God, may God'’s
prayers and peace be upon him, his opponents on the Day of
Resurrection, so who will replace him

Fifth line: mle aees d o)) 45 slay (Al o A Laild anan Lo 22y

It reads: After what he heard, he sinned against those who changed him,
for God is all-knowing.

Inscription on the wooden frieze covering the corridor leading to the
iwan is attached to the madrassa:

There is inscription on the wooden frieze in high relief in thuluth script of
Qur’anic verses®.

e.uj);\_a\..ojd.ulwemu&‘dﬂﬂ{l}m&dﬂh&ah\e.\;)]\ )]\41!\6...»4
M&A\d}\dﬂ\}%€3}\})¢\M&\JH){Z}W&\F‘J&@}&M
Lale 0 &5 (W1 ool slald) J}Amﬁ,a@u\@uw L3 5 Cpaie Al g_ajla@
A Bm s Gala i) LS e (o )35 i ciliaialy Guaaiadl JaN (4) Lasa

il

It reads: In the Name of Allah, the Merciful, the Most Merciful Allah,
Indeed, We have opened for you (Prophet Muhammad) a clear opening,
that Allah forgives your past and future sins, and completes His Favor to
you, and guides you on a Straight Path, and that Allah helps you with a
mighty help. It was He who sent down tranquility into the hearts of the
believers so that they might add belief upon belief. To Allah belong the
armies of the heavens and the earth. Allah is the Knower, the Wise.
(From His Wisdom) He admits the believers, both men and women, into
Gardens underneath which rivers flow, there to live forever, Great truth
of God.

19 - In some references word "4, not mentioned, although it is mentioned in the original text. See:

305 0= ¢ 3 —a ¢ osallall gl y pan dalie: ale sbas -
20 - This inscriptions published for the first time.
2L - Holy Quran , Sdrat, Alfat-h, Verses:1-4
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Inscriptions on the both sides of the entrance which lead to the Sahn
of the madrassa:

There are inscriptions on the both sides of the entrance which lead to the
Sahn of Umm Al Sultan Shaaban madrassa, in high relief in Thuluth script
of foundational text.

Ca o lad Ca ) el Ualu) B g BY ge a3a0) 61 A 5Ll di jaall o8 oLi3h
Lo pal je
It reads: He ordered the establishment of this blessed school for his

mother, Mawlana, and our master, Sultan Al-Ashraf King Shaaban bin
Hussein, may God assist him.

Inscriptions around the drum of the dome of the madrassa:

There are band of the inscriptions around the drum of the dome of the
madrassa in high relief in thuluth script of Qur’anic verses.

u\}w\@uuwy}mmuywm\og\ﬁ\mem e el dl o
;Guuujhmyje@l;u}?@_am\uuuehum.ﬂq\}“amc&.u&ﬂ\ \JUAUAJ‘}[\@LA}
ZZRJM\LA’J\ﬁ}bﬁ@.ﬁ:&)bd}ﬁ&}dﬁ)&\}&_}\}w\m‘)scu};L»LAJ\}“‘\.A&QLJA

It reads: In the Name of Allah, the Merciful, the Most Merciful Allah,
there is no god except Him, the Living, the Everlasting. Neither dozing,
nor sleep overtakes Him. To Him belongs all that is in the heavens and
the earth. Who is he that shall intercede with Him except by His
permission! He knows what will be before their hands and what was
behind them, and they do not comprehend anything of His Knowledge
except what He willed. His Seat embraces the heavens and the earth, and
the preserving of them does not weary Him. He is the High, the Great.

Inscriptions on the mihrab of the madrassa:

A) There are band of the inscriptions around the mihrab of the madrassa
in high relief in thuluth script of Qur’anic verses.

)Lwdséjdﬁuhéfﬂﬂddyhcw‘@dsédeﬁfﬂanﬂ uu)‘m‘ew
e Gall 481 ¢ bl i) \H\um\u\p)lmé&, \,stﬁsug_mw\ﬁj\M\
e GELE 2 G 41 0K Qi \yj\uqﬂ\g_m\uﬂ_g€144})ujlu_\ucdﬁ\.:_acud\bo_geg_u
d;\em\uﬁd;gumwg;\ﬁ\m\uﬁjummeue@_muu”@_\meuu\

22 _ Holy Quran , Sdrat, Al- Bagara, Verses: 255.

-52-



Minia Journal of Tourism and Hospitality Research Vol. (16), No. (2), December 2023

din B p (s el (s a S 435 ISl A 0l (145) el o1 1)
peband) i 3am 23 0 Al (e GRS D8 L5 (e BRI (146) Gisalag 25 Gall (54
RSB

It reads: In the Name of Allah, the Merciful, the Most Merciful Allah, We
have seen you turning your face towards the heaven, We shall surely turn
you to a direction that shall satisfy you. So turn your face towards the
Sacred Mosque (built by Abraham); wherever you are, turn your faces to
it. "'Those to whom the Book was given know this to be the truth from their
Lord. Allah is not inattentive of what they do.But even if you brought
those to whom the Book had been given every proof, they would not
accept your direction, nor would you accept theirs; nor would any of
them accept the direction of the other. If after all the knowledge you have
been given you yield to their desires, then you will surely be among the
harm doers.Those to whom We gave the Book know him (Prophet
Muhammad) as they know their own sons. But a party of them conceal the
truth while they know.The truth comes from your Lord so do not be
among the doubters. Truthful, Generous, Honest God.

B) There is an inscription on the mihrab cavity of the madrassa in high
relief in thuluth script of Qur’anic verses.

"24051 ) g ) 52 35 S & aslaall Gl g1

It reads: Mosques belong to Allah, so do not call to anyone else, other
than Allah.

Inscriptions on the minbar of the madrassa:

There are inscriptions above the minbar of the madrassa on the jusaq
painted in thuluth script of the text of al- tawhid.

It reads: There is no god but God and Muhammad is the Messenger of the
God, peace and blessings be upon him.

Inscriptions above the sahn of the madrassa:

23 - Holy Quran, Sarat, Al- Bagara, Verses: 144.
24 - Holy Quran, Sarat, -Al-Jinn, Verses: 18.
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There are band of the inscriptions around the sahn of the madrassa in high
relief in thuluth script of Qur’anic verses.

gﬂ uuy ,L@_J\} dm\ u)u;\} uajyb u\}w\ ﬁs;@u\fmjs\ G 4).3\(-&».:
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It reads: In the Name of Allah, the Merciful, the Most Merciful Surely, in
the creation of the heavens and the earth, and in the alternation of night
and day, there are signs for those with minds. Those who remember Allah
when standing, sitting, and on their sides, and contemplate upon the
creation of the heavens and the earth (saying :) 'Lord, you have not
created these in falsehood. Exaltations to You! Guard us against the
punishment of the Fire. Our Lord, whomsoever you admit into the Fire,
You will have abased, and the harm doers shall have no helpers. Our
Lord, we have heard the caller calling to belief, "Believe in your Lord!"
So we believe. Our Lord, forgives us our sins and acquits us of our evil
deeds, and takes us to you in death with the righteous. Our Lord, gives us
what you promised us by Your Messengers, and do not abase us on the
Day of Resurrection. You do not break your promise. 'And indeed their
Lord answers them: 'l do not waste the labor of any that labors among
you, male or female you are from each other. And those who emigrated,
and were expelled from their houses, those who suffered hurt in my way,
and fought, and were killed those | shall surely acquit of their evil deeds,
and I shall admit them to Gardens underneath which rivers flow.

25 - Holy Quran, Srat, - Aali 'Imran, Verses: 190-194.

-54-



Minia Journal of Tourism and Hospitality Research Vol. (16), No. (2), December 2023

Secondly the Analytical Study:-

The analytical study contains about the :

Kinds of Inscriptions — Types of in Scripts- the Titles- the Dates.

Firstly - Quranic VVerses:

The use of Quranic verses in madrasa of um sultan Shaban was not only
limited to buildings of a religious nature, such as mosques, schools, and
Ribat, but they were also used on other buildings such as Asbela. The
Muslim artist excelled in using these verses to indicate the place decorated
by writing. We find texts of Quranic verses that decorate the Mihrab and
others that decorate the deck of Al-Mobalegh. We also find them on both
sides of the entrance and above the derkah of the facility. The Muslim
artist used the verses whose content is consistent with the type of facility
to give the spiritual feeling of the majesty and greatness of the place and
give the visitors of those places a psychological tranquility and hearty
reverence, as these writings represent units of the Qur'an, which is a
reminder of the hearts ’reassurance, as well as being a healing and mercy
for the believers26.

Surat Aali 'Imran: mentioned in Madrassa Umm Al Sultan Shaaban in all
facades.

Surat YaSeen: mentioned in Madrassa Umm Al Sultan Shaaban.
Surat Al-Hajj: mentioned Madrassa Umm Al Sultan Shaaban.

Surat Al-Mu'minun: mentioned in Madrassa Umm Al Sultan Shaaban.

Secondly:-Titles:-

Al-Malek (The King):*

It was a title given to the supreme president of the temporal authority,
which was well-known in the Semitic languages and in the early days of
Islam and the Umayyad era. This title was not officially known, but the
highest rulers were just called "caliph™ or "Commander of the Faithful"27.
With the presence of the Abbasid caliphate and the independence of some

740 — 739 (=, Abaiall il yilaal) LS ¢ g dala o dena - 26
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of the governors in their states, the title "King" which carries the meaning
of supreme sovereignty28, began to appear. The title was known in the
Ummaiad and the Seljuki eras. In the Fatimid era, some princes held it. In
the Ayyubid era, Salah Eddeen was called king. In the Mamluk era, the
title indicated the Supreme Head of State29 and it was sometimes used
with the attribution "yaa" as in "Al-Malaky"30.

One of the titles related to correspondence, which means the person who
IS in a high rank to be served, and the "yaa" at the end of the title is for
exaggeration31.

* Al-Masounah:

It is a title for women and is taken from "sawn" (keeping something)
away from people's sight and hands. It appeared in correspondence and
historical literature32.

* Al-Mozafar (Victorious):

Al-Mozafar (Victorious) taken from victory. It is one of the royal titles
to address Sultans and swordsmen33. It includes alongside its military
meaning a religious connotation and indicates the piet of its holder. It was
widely-used in the era of the Mamlukes. It was used to describe King Seif
Eddeen Qutuz34.

* Al-Moazam:

It is one of the titles of kings and sultans and was also one of the titles
of the kings of Morocco. It was used in some correspondences to the kings
of non-Muslims35.

*Al-Magam:

It is a title for kings and the origin of the magam in the language is a
name for the place of "Qiyam" (standing)36. The oldest known example

311 o, Golad) o sall ¢ deal deaa (ppen - 28
500 — 499 U=, @bl gl LW s - 29
SO1 o, gl o= 9
.27%,65,&&\&;@&&\-31
A72 Ua, Sy Y LU s - 32
.28&,66‘&M‘Jm‘2§m‘-33
L4744 — 473 Ga, Gl gl LI s - 34
CATT Oa, gl i - 38

493 U ¢ 5 i preaall (i gauall) - 36

-56 -



Minia Journal of Tourism and Hospitality Research Vol. (16), No. (2), December 2023

to this title was in the Fatimid era. It was also used in the era of
Salahuddin Al-Ayyubi, The title remained in high status until the late
Mamluks37.

* Sayedna:

It is the title of "Sayed" (The Master) added to the speakers' pronoun
"na" (our). It was used to address men of politics, science and religion.
Sometimes, it was restricted to Caliphs. The title was used to refer to
Fatimid Caliphs and Seljuke Sultans. At the end of the Mamluked era, it
was used by the public to refer to Imams of religion38.

Thirdly:- Thuluth inscript:-

Thuluth script, in calligraphy, medieval Islamic style of handwritten
alphabet. Thuluth (Arabic: “one-third”) is written on the principle that
one-third of each letter slopes. It is a large and elegant, cursive script, used
in medieval times on mosque decorations. It took on some of the functions
of the early Kufic script; it was used to write sura (Qur’anic chapter)
headings, religious inscriptions, and princely titles and epigraphs. It was
also used for many of the large copies of the Qur'an produced from the
13th century,which it was appeared in the sabil and madrasa of the um
sultan shaban.®

Conclusion:
The most important results of the research were as follows:

1- Correcting the research for some written texts that were previously read
by some orientalists.

2-Collecting all the inscriptions of the areas of madrasa of um El-Sultan
Shaban in one research , as it is difficult to track these writings in the
various writings of Orientalists, master’s and doctorate theses, and other
references that facilitate handling of these inscriptions.

3— Referring to confusion and hesitation prevalent in most references of
arts and monuments in general during the treatment of archaeological
inscriptions on Islamic buildings after their Kufic stage, where most of

483 — 482 U, Aaadl) S ; LaL (s - 37
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these references and studies use the term Naskh, but the correct term is the
Thuluth Gally.

4 - Reaching the diversity of the calligraphy used in recording the
inscriptions of the regions of madrasa um El-Sultan Shaban, where they
contained writings in Kufic script, the clear third, and the clear Nast'alig.

5 - The study pointed to the diversity of the places on which the writings
were implemented, such as facades, doors and minarets, and inside the
installations around the windows and corners and niches and necks of
domes and in the interior and on wooden ties and others.

6 - The study showed the diversity of the functions of the inscriptions on
the buildings in the madrasa of Um EI-Sultan Shaban between
foundational texts, texts of renewal of buildings, Quranic texts and
propaganda texts.
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PL (1): Cairo, Bab Al-Wazir Street - Al-Tabbaneh -
The Bahari Mameluke period, inscriptions both
sides the main entrance of the Madrassa of Umm Al
Sultan Shaaban, high relief in thuluth script of
Qur’anic verses and foundational text, in Arabic
770 A.H/1368A.D.

(Photographed by the researcher)

Plate.2,Cairo, Bab Al-Wazir Street - Al-
Tabbaneh - The Bahari Mameluke period,
inscriptions both sides the main entrance of the
Madrassa of Umm Al Sultan Shaaban, high relief
in thuluth script of Qur’anic verses and
foundational text, in Arabic, 770 A.H/
1368A.D.(Photographed by the researcher)
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P1.3,Cairo, Bab Al-Wazir Street - Al-Tabbaneh -
The Bahari Mameluke period, inscriptions both
sides the main entrance of the Madrassa of Umm
Al Sultan Shaaban, high relief in thuluth script of
Qur’anic verses and foundational text, in Arabic,
770 AH /| 1368A.D.(Photographed by the
researcher)
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PL.5,): Cairo, Bab Al-Wazir Street - Al-Tabbaneh -
The Bahari Mameluke period, inscriptions on
Octagonal marble slab of foundational text of the
madrassa, high relief in thuluth script , in Arabic,
770 AH / 1368A.D.(Photographed by the
researcher)

Pl.4.Cairo, Bab Al-Wazir Street - Al-Tabbaneh -
The Bahari Mameluke period, inscriptions both
sides the main entrance of the Madrassa of Umm
Al Sultan Shaaban, high relief in thuluth script of
Qur’anic verses and foundational text, in Arabic,
770 A.H/ 1368A.D.

(Photographed by the researcher)

P1.6, Cairo, Bab Al-Wazir Street - Al-Tabbaneh
- The Bahari Mameluke period, inscriptions on
Basin for watering animals beside to the
Madrassa of Umm Al Sultan Shaaban, high
relief in thuluth script of foundational text , in
Arabic, 770 A.H / 1368A.D.(Photographed by
the researcher)
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The Bahari Mameluke period, inscriptions around
the drum of the dome of the madrassa, high relief in
thuluth script of Qur’anic verses, in Arabic , 770 A.H
/ 1368A.D.(Photographed by the researcher)
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P1.8,Cairo, Bab Al-Wazir Street - Al-
Tabbaneh - The Bahari Mameluke period,
inscriptions both sides of the entrance which
lead to the Sahn of the madrassa, high relief
in thuluth script of Qur’anic verses, in
Arabic , 770 A.H / 1368A.D. (Photographed
by the researcher)

P1.9,Cairo, Bab Al-Wazir Street - Al-Tabbaneh - The
Bahari Mameluke period, inscription on the mihrab
cavity of the madrassa, high relief in thuluth script of
Qur’anic verses, in Arabic , 770 AH /
1368A.D.(Photographed by the researcher)
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