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This paper is concerned with studying the offering
table of Tnpw-m-h3t wr, which was discovered by
Quibell for the Egyptian Supreme Council of
Antiquities in 1905. It was found in North Saqqgara,
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currently housed in the Cairo Museum under
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offering table dates back to the Middle Kingdom,
specifically the Late Twelfth Dynasty.
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1. Introduction

The offering tables are the important elements of funerary equipment in ancient
Egypt (Stadelmann, 1975; Kuentz, 1981; Fischer, 1991). They have been used in
ancient Egypt since the prehistoric period (Abou-Ghazi, 1985). The offering tables
were placed in tombs (Hawass, 2003) and temples (Cauville, 2011). Their purpose
was to provide the deceased with the necessary offerings for the afterlife,
symbolizing their return to life (Abd EI Karim, 2021).

The offering table of q a %ﬁ% ITnpw-m-h3t wr (Porter & Moss, 1974)
was excavated by Quibell (Quibell, 1907) for the Egyptian Supreme Council
of Antiquities (SCA) in 1905. It was found in North Saqgara, the Cemetery of the
Pyramid of King Teti. The offering table is currently kept in the Cairo Museum.
It is under the numbers (JE 38428, CG 57018, SR 2\ 15202). It is in a good state
of preservation. According to Abou-Ghazi (Abou-Ghazi, 1978), Daoud (Daoud,
2005), and the databases of the Cairo Museum date from the offering table
of Tnpw-m-h3t wr to the First Intermediate Period, the Tenth Dynasty. However,
the current study will provide a specific date for the offering table, based on the
paleographical, orthographical features, and artistic style.

2. Description
The offering table is made of Limestone, it measures 62 cm high and 56.5 cm
wide (Pls. 1: 3 and Fig 1). According to the classification of Holzl (H6lzl, 2002)

for offering tables, the shape of the offering table of Tnpw-m-h3t wr aligns with the
type [B+C] (fig. 2) (Bolshakov, 2001; Holzl, 2002). This kind of stone table

combines the hieroglyphic sign =f=/A#p and a pair of small basins connected to
a deep basin by a narrow channel (Radwan, 2008; Lundius, 2020). This design of
the offering tables dates back to the Herakleopolitan Period and later (Fischer,
1976). The offering table bears inscriptions on the outer frame starting from the
center and extending to the right and left. It is in a good condition of preservation.
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Transliteration Translation
[1] htp dj nsw.t® Wsjr® nb Daw® An offering that the king gives, and
Osiris, lord of Busiris.

_ , @ An invocation offering (consisting of)
[2] pre-hrw t hnkt Jh(e-w) spd(.w)*™ h.t bread beer, Oxen, fowls, and everything
nb(.) nfr-t nh.t ntr jm® n k3 n® jm3h(w)  peaytiful upon which the god lives for the
hr ntr 3 nb pt nb jm3h(w)@ Inpw-m-h3t > of the revered before the great god,
wr lord of heaven, possessor of reverence,
Inpw-m-h3t the elder.

[3] jm3h(.w) hr Pth-skr™ nb-styt® The revered before Ptah-Soker, lord of
Styt.
[4] htp dj nsw.t Inpw® tp(y)-dw f ® An qffering_that the Ifing gives_, and
nb B-dsr® Anubis, who is upon his mountain, and

lord of the cemetery (sacred land).

[5] dj rf kbh sntr mrht™ rnpt nbt™ n k3 n He may give cold water, incense, oil, and
Jnm3h(.w) hr ntr.f nb jm3h(.w).f Inpw-m-h3t all yearly offerings, for the &3 of the
wr revered before his god, lord of venerated,
Inpw-m-h3t the elder.

[6] jm3h(.w) hr smyt jmntt Tnpw-m-h3t wr The revered before the western desert
(necropolis), Tnpw-m-h3t the elder.

4. The name of Inpw-m-h3t wr
The name Tnpw-m-h3t, which means “Anubis is in front” appeared
during the Middle Kingdom and continued into the New Kingdom

(Ranke,1935). It was written in several different, as follows: 4?35@%%
(Quibell & Hayter, 1927), qq«%%ﬁ)ﬂ?%ﬁ) , iﬁ\%.ﬁ)

WA ﬁ
(Abou-Ghazi, 1978), %%@% T  (Lange & Schafer, 1902),
q O %%\%ﬁ (Petrie, 1888). The k wr is translated as “the elder”

which indicates that this title appeared by date in the late Herakleopolitan
Period and the early Eleventh Dynasty (Erman & Grapow I, 1971; Daoud,
2005).
5. The titles of Tnpw-m-h3t wr
The Offering Table bears Five titles for Tnpw-m-h3t wr as follows:
5.1. jm3h(.w) hr ntrf: (Revered before his god) (Jones, 2000). This title
appeared from the Old Kingdom, the Fifth Dynasty (Junker, 1944), and

was written in different forms Qj§§>ij$:(Mariette, 1885),
e
ng\icl@hmassan, 1941),qjg\cg>cl§ﬁ (Jones, 2000).

5.2.nb jm3h(.w): (lord of venerated) or (Possessor of reverence) (Jones, 2000).
The earliest evidence for this title dates back to the Fourth Dynasty
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(Fischer, 1976). This title was written in various forms UM\

@jﬂé\ vqjg\ @ﬂ?\ UM\ (Petrie, 1892).

5.3. jm3h(.w) hr smyt jmntt: (Revered before the western desert/ necropolis)
(Jones, 2000). This title appeared from the late Fifth Dynasty, during the
reign of King Unis (Williams, 1981). The title was written in different

forms | 7 e 2 %2 (Mariette, 1885), {_ oSS T wbg

(Daressy, 1917), ngyli@Q%%Q (Alliot, 1937).

5.4. jm3h(.w) hr Pth-skr: This title means (revered before Ptah-Soker) (Jones,
2000). It dates back to the late Old Kingdom and the First Intermediate
Period (Newberry, 1903; Murray, 1908; Hassan, 1944; Hassan, 1950;
Drioton, 1958).

5.5. jm3h(.w) hr ntr 3 nb pt: (Revered before the great god, the lord of heaven)
(Jones, 2000). This title dates back to the late reign of King Pepi Il
(Jéquier, 1940; Hassan, 1944; Junker, 1947).

6. Commentary and Dating

o
(@) htp dj nsw.t: It was written like this ;I‘&A is the usual arrangement of the
offering formula from the Old Kingdom until the end of the Middle Kingdom
(Smither, 1939; Barta, 1968).

(b) Wsjr: The name of the god Osiris was written in this form ﬂ @ which was
common during the First Intermediate Period until the early Twelfth Dynasty
(Bennett, 1941; Shalaby, 2016; Mostafa, 2023). This form continued to be
used until the end of the 12" Dynasty (Bennett, 1941).

(c) nb Ddw: This is one of the epithets of the god Osiris, which occurred from the
Eleventh Dynasty onwards (Bennett, 1941).

(d) jh(.w) 3pd(.w): One of the most frequent phrases of the offering formula in the
late Twelfth Dynasty and the Second Intermediate Period. It was written in the

form B;? that was commonly followed during the late Twelfth Dynasty (llin-
Tomich, 2011).

(e) ‘nh.t mr jm: The formula has been attested since the Middle Kingdom,
the reign of King Senusert | (Bennett, 1941; EI-Shal, 2015; Abd EI-Naby &
El-Gazzar, 2023).

(f) n k3 n jm3h(.w): The phrase appeared in the Herakleopolitan period (Lopez,
1975) (Abdalla, 1992; Stefanovic, 2010; Younes, 2022) and the early Eleventh
Dynasty (Selim, 2001), and continued until the early Twelfth Dynasty, the
reign of King Senusret I, then it disappeared completely and appeared again in
the late Twelfth Dynasty from the reign of King Senusret 111 onwards (Pfltger,
1947; Abdalaal, 2006; Abdel-Raziq, 2013; Roshdy & Abo Al-Elia, 2021).

(9) jm3h(.w): The abbreviated form of the title jm3h.w in that form ﬂil\ was
common in the Middle Kingdom (Abd El Sattar, 2019).
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(h) Pth-skr: The name of the god Ptah-Soker was written in this form Eiz
in the late Twelfth Dynasty and Thirteenth Dynasty (llin-Tomich, 2011;
Kafafy, 2023).

(i) nb-3tyt: The epithet refers to the shrine of the god Ptah-Soker in Memphis
(Erman & Grapow, 1V, 1971; Leitz Ill, 2002; Faulkner, 2002). It is one of the
common epithets in the Middle Kingdom (Holmberg, 1946). In Demotic,
it was known as nb-sd3t (Reymond, 1981) and nb-sty (EI-Behairy, 2022).

() Inpw: The name of the god Anubis was written on a chapel % from the
late Old Kingdom (Abd El Sattar, Boraik, & Fayez, 2015), it was common in
the Eleven Dynasty (Polotsky, 1964; Brovarski, 1985). It continued until the
Twelfth Dynasty, the reign of King Amenembhat 111 (Abd El Karim, 2021).

(K) tp(y)-dw.f: “Who is upon his mountain” is one of the epithets of Anubis (Leitz
VII, 2002). This epithet first appears in the offering formulas of the 5™
Dynasty (Barta, 1968). The arrangement of the epithet py dw.f in this form

N
&— dates back to the end of the 5" dynasty until the beginning of the Middle

Kingdom (Younes, 2022; El-Gazzar, 2024).

(I) nb 3-dsr: “Lord of the sacred land” or “Lord of the cemetery” (Leitz Ill, 2002)
is one of the epithets of Anubis and appeared from the late Old Kingdom until
the early Middle Kingdom (El-Gazzar, 2024).

(m) sntr mrhyt: The phrase refers to incense and oils; incense has an important
role as it is believed to help the deceased continue life in the afterlife
(Blackman, 1912). Mrhyt oil was used in cosmetics, food, and medicine.
It was added to the offering list formula from the Twelfth Dynasty (Bennett,
1941) until the Greco-Roman Period (Barta, 1968).

(n) rnpt nbt: “All yearly offerings” or “All produce”. The phrase has been attested
in the offering formulas from the Twelfth Dynasty, but does not occur later
(Fischer, 1996) (llin-Tomich, 2011).

7. Conclusion

The study of the offering table of Tnpw-m-h3t wr has determined that
it is of type [B + C]. This design of the offering tables appeared from the
Herakleopolitan Period onwards. The material and quality of the offering table
and the titles Tnpw-m-h3t wr that appeared on it indicate that Tnpw-m-h3t wr
had a high social status.

Although The offering table of Tnpw-m-h3t wr bears no royal name or
a Dateline. However, the approximate date of this offering table, according to
the paleographical, orthographical features, and artistic style of the above
criteria, suggests that it dates back to the Middle Kingdom, specifically the
Late Twelfth Dynasty.

-82 -



Minia Journal of Tourism and Hospitality Research Vol. (18), No. (3), December 2024

Acknowledgment:

| would like to express my thanks and appreciation to the Director of the
Egyptian Museum in Cairo for approval for publishing and Dr. Marwa Abdel
Razek, the Head of the Registration and Documentation Department at the
museum, for her cooperation and assistance.

References
- Abdalaal, A. (2006) “A Late Middle Kingdom Offering Table Cairo Temp,

N0.25.10.17.1”, MDAIK 62, pp. 1-7.

- Abdalla, A. (1992) “The Cenotaph of the Sekwaskhet Family from Saqqara”,
JEA 78, pp. 93- 111.

- Abd El Karim, E. (2021) “The Offering Table of pwy < 238 from the
Twelfth Dynasty (RC-2990)”, BCPS 38/1, pp. 149- 164.

- Abd EI-Naby, H. & El-Gazzar, A. (2023) “Middle Kingdom Stela of Hotep in
the Grand Egyptian Museum GEM”, IJTAH 3/2, pp. 202- 218.

- Abd EIl Sattar, I., Boraik, M. & Fayez, L. (2015) “Two Unpublished False
Doors of Tntj and Hwjt from Giza”, SAK 44, pp. 321- 332.

- , (2019) “Two Middle Kingdom Stelae of NN-RN=fand SNBJ
in the Egyptian Museum Cairo (CGC 20524- 205217, SHEDET 6, pp. 1- 18.

- Abdel-Razig, A. (2013) “A Middle Kingdom Funerary Stela of a Woman at
Al-Salam School Museum, Assiut”, JEA 99, pp. 275- 281.

- Abou-Ghazi, D. (1978) Denkmaler des Alten Reiches Ill: Autels, bassins, et
tables d’offrandes, Catalogue général des antiquités égyptiennes du Musée du
Caire, Fasc, I: (Nos. 57001- 57023), Le Caire.

- , (1985) Altars and Offering tables, Cairo.

- Alliot, M. (1937) “Un Nouvel Exemple de Vizier Divinisé¢ dans 1’Egypte
Ancienne”, BIFAO 37, pp. 93- 160.

- Barta, W. (1968) Aufbau und Bedeutung der altagyptischen Opferformel, AF
24, Gluckstadt.

- Bennett, CJ. (1941) “Growth of the Htp-di- Nsw formula in the Middle
Kingdom”, JEA 27, pp. 77- 82.

- Blackman, M.A. (1912) “The Significance of Incense and Libations in
Funerary and Temple Ritual”, ZAS 50, pp. 69- 75.

- Bolshakov, A. (2001) “Offering: Offering tables”, OEAE Il, pp. 572- 576.

- Borchardt, L. (1964) Denkméler des Alten Reiches (Ausser den Statuen) II:
Catalogue général des antiquités égyptiennes du Musée du Caire (N°. 1295-
1808), Le Caire.

- Brovarski, E. (1985) Akhmim in the Old Kingdom and First Intermediate
period, Cairo: IFAO.

- Cauville, S. (2011) L Offrande aux dieux dans le Temple Egyptien, Paris.

-83 -



Minia Journal of Tourism and Hospitality Research Vol. (18), No. (3), December 2024

Daoud, Kh. (2005) Corpus of Inscriptions of the Herakleopolitan period from
the Memphite Necropolis. Translation, commentary, and Analyses, BAR
International Series 1459. Oxford.

Daressy, M.G. (1917) “Inscription du Mastaba de Pepi-Nefer a Edfou”, ASAE
17, pp. 130- 140.

Drioton, E. & Lauer, J.-Ph. (1958) “Un Groupe de tombes a Saqqarah: Icheti,
Nefer-khouou-ptah, Sebek-em-khent and Ankhi”, ASAE 55, pp. 207-251.

El-Behairy, H. (2022) “Block Statue of Hky in Imhotep Museum at Saqqara
SQ.FAMS.361”, JAAUTH 23, No. 2, pp. 25-32.

El-Gazzar, A. (2024) “Unpublished Offering Table of Ankhmeryre at Imhotep
Museum in Saqqara”, JAAUTH 26/1, pp. 137- 155.

El-Shal, O. (2015) “La stele d’loutjéni et les liturgies processionnelles de la
fin du Moyen Empire CGC 20476, GEM 4439”, BIFAO 115, pp. 455- 469.

Erman, A. & Grapow, H. (1971) Worterbuch der &agyptischen Sprache, I,
Berlin.

, (1971) Worterbuch der agyptischen Sprache, 1V,

Berlin.
Faulkner, R.O. (2002) A Concise Dictionary of Middle Egyptian, Oxford.

Fischer, H.G. (1976) Egyptian Studies I, Varia, New York.
, (1976) “Some Early Monuments from Busiris, in the Egyptian Delta”,
MMJ 11, pp. 5- 24.
, (1991) “An Invocatory Offering Basin of the Old Kingdom”,
MDAIK 47, pp. 127- 133.
, (1996) Egyptian Studies I11, Varia Nova, New York.
Hassan, S., (1941) Excavation at Giza (1931- 1932), vol. Ill, Cairo.
, (1943) Excavation at Giza (1932- 1933), vol. IV, Cairo.
, (1944) Excavation at Giza (1933- 1934), vol. V, Cairo.
, (1950) Excavation at Giza (1934- 1935), VI/3, Cairo.

Hawass, Z. (2003) Secrets from the sand, New York.
Holmberg, M.S. (1946) The God Ptah, Lund.

Holzl, R. (2002) Agyptische Opfertafeln und Kultbecken. Eine Form-und
Funktionsanalyse flr das Alte, Mittlere und Neue Reich, Hildesheim.

Ilin-Tomich, A. (2011) “Changes in the htp di nsw formula in the Late Middle
Kingdom and the Second Intermediate Period”, ZAS 138, pp. 20- 33.

Jones, D. (2000) An Index of Ancient Egyptian Titles, Epithets, and Phrases of
the Old Kingdom, vol. I, Oxford.
Jéquier, G. (1940) Le Monument Funéraire de Pépi Il : 1ll, Les Approaches du
Temple, (Fouilles a Saqgarah), Imprimerie de IFAO, Le Caire.
Junker, H. (1944) Giza VII, Leipzig.

, (1947) Giza VIII, Wien.

-84-



Minia Journal of Tourism and Hospitality Research Vol. (18), No. (3), December 2024

Kafafy, M. (2023) “A Middle Kingdom Stela of the Wab-Priest “Senusret-
Ankh” and His Wife “Sat-Hathor” in Giza Pyramid Magazine”, BCPS 40,
pp. 255- 269.

Kuentz, C. (1981) “Bassins et Tables d’offrandes”, BIFAO 81, pp. 243- 282.

Lange, H. O. & Schéfer, H. (1902) Grab- & Denksteine des Mittleren Reichs,
I, Catalogue général des antiquités égyptiennes du Musée du Caire, (Nos.
20001-20399), Berlin.

Leitz, C. (2002) Lexikon der &agyptischen Gotter und Gotterbezeichnungen,
vols. 111, VII, Leuven.

Lopez, J., R.J. (1975) “Rapport prémilinaire sur les fouilles d’Hérakléopolis
19687, OrAnt 14.

Lundius, E. (2020) “Offering Tables as Ritual Landscapes. An Anthropological
Perspective of Ancient Egyptian Materia Magicae”, Distant Worlds Journal 4,
pp. 78- 106.

Mariette, A. (1885) Les Mastaba de I’Ancien Empire, Paris.

Mostafa, H. (2023) “The Late Middle Kingdom Stela of Inpua CG 20544 in
the Egyptian Museum, Cairo”, BCPS 40, pp. 713- 742.

Murray, M.A. (1908) Index of Names and Titles of the Old Kingdom (BSA),
London.
Newberry, P.E. (1903) “A sixth dynasty tomb at Thebes”, ASAE 4, pp. 97- 100.
Petrie, W.M.F. (1888) A Season in Egypt 1887, London.
, (1892) Medum, London.

Pfliiger, K. (1947) “The Private Funerary Stela of the Middle Kingdom and
their Importance for the Study of Ancient Egyptian History”, JAOS 67,
pp. 127- 135.
Polotsky, J. (1964) Zu den Inschriften der 11 Dynastie, UGAA 11, Leipzig.
Porter, B. & Moss, R.L.B. (1974) Topographical Bibliographical of Ancient
Egyptian Hieroglyphic Texts, Reliefs and Painting, vol. 111?, Oxford.
Quibell, J.E. (1907) Excavations at Saqgara (1905- 1906), Le Caire.

& Hayter, A.G.K. (1927) Teti Pyramid, North Side. Excavations
at Saqqgara, Le Caire.

Radwan, A. (2008) The Nun-basin of Renpetneferet, in: Egypt and beyond
Essays presented to Leonard H. Lesko upon his retirement from the Wilbour
chair of Egyptology at Brown University, Massachusetts, pp. 277- 283.

Ranke, H. (1935) Die altagyptischen Personennamen, 1, Glickstadt (J.J.
Augustin).

Reymond, E. (1981) From the Records of a Priestly family from Memphis, vol.
I, AA 38, Wiesbaden.

Roshdy, G.& Abo Al-Elia, Kh. (2021) “The Funerary Stela of Ptahmes from
the Ramesside Period in Heliopolis”, JGUAA 6/1, pp. 1- 20.

-85 -



Minia Journal of Tourism and Hospitality Research Vol. (18), No. (3), December 2024

Selim, H. (2001) “Three Identical Stelae from the End of the Twelfth or
Thirteenth Dynasty”, SAK 29, pp. 319- 330.

Shalaby, M. (2016) “The Stela of w3h-hr-nht (J.E.57122)”, SHEDET 3,
pp. 24- 33.

Smith, W.S. (1933) “The Coffin of Prince Min-Khaf”, JEA 19, pp. 150- 159.
Smither, P.C. (1939) “Writing of Htp-di-nsw in the Middle and New
Kingdoms”, JEA 25, pp. 34- 37.

Stadelmann, R. (1975) “Altar”, LA 1, Wiesbaden, cols. 145- 149.

Stefanovic, D. (2010) “Four Middle Kingdom Stelac from the National
Archaeological Museum, Athens” JEA 96, pp. 208- 215.

Younes, A. (2022) “An Unpublished Stela in the Egyptian Museum (Cairo JE
49637)”, SHEDET 9, pp. 61- 74.

, (2022) “The Stela of 3nhw in Sohag National Museum INV.N°.
876, JIGUAA 7/2, pp. 25- 40.

Williams, B. (1981) “The Tomb Chapels of Netjer-user and Unis-ankh”, in:
Field Museum of Natural History Bulletin, vol. 52, No. 10, Chicago, pp. 26-
32.

- 86 -



Minia Journal of Tourism and Hospitality Research Vol. (18), No. (3), December 2024

Plates

(PI. 1) The offering table of Tnpw-m-h3t wr
(Photograph: Sameh Abd el-Rahman)
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}

(PI. 3) The offering table of Tnpw-m-h3t wr (Lower part)
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(Fig. 1) The offering table of Inpw-m-h3t wr
(by Rasha Abdel Hafez)

i

(Fig. 2) The offering table of type [ B+ C ]
After: Holzl, R., Agyptische Opfertafeln und Kultbecken, p. 34.
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